
 

CHILDREN 
&  
FAMILIES  
PASTOR 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 



PACK CONTENTS 

Additional information … 

… About Children and Families ministry at Zeo Church 
1. Ministry framework 
2. Our ‘lean’ to under 30s 
3. Current kids and youth/young adults ministry 

… About Zeo Church 
1. A brief History 
2. Zeo Passion 
3. Zeo Culture 
4. The church we’re becoming

Page   of                        Kids and Families Pastor | Info Pack                             zeochurch.com/jobs2 9



ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

About Kids and Families ministry at Zeo 

1. Ministry framework … 

Our ministry framework – or skeleton – for all ministries at Zeo (including kids and 
families work!) is rooted in (5E)R: 

• Relationship – Are we regularly creating opportunities to build community, 
friendship, and accountability? The R is the healthy multiplier of the Es. 

• Enjoyment – Are we regularly creating opportunities for fun and memorable 
moments?  

• Education – Are we regularly creating opportunities for learning and growing in 
wisdom about life and faith? 

• Encounter – Are we regularly creating opportunities for becoming aware that God 
is present, responding to Him and engaging with the power of the Spirit? 

• Empowerment – Are we regularly creating opportunities to take responsibility, 
take risks and step up into leadership? 

• Example – Are we regularly creating opportunities for people to witness the 
example of our faith in action? 

2. Our ‘lean’ to the under 30s 

At Zeo Church, our mission and call is to people who are lost - people of all ages and all 
backgrounds. We want to see our family grow with people coming to faith and learning 
about Jesus and the amazing ‘more and better’ life that following Jesus offers.  

As a church we recognise that healthy family always prefers the needs of the younger 
generations. In particular we are aware of the rising generations of children, teens and 
young adults, many of whom know nothing about God and assume faith and church is 
irrelevant to them. We recognise that these younger generations risk being missing 
from church - and we want to reach them.  

This means that as a church we have a lean towards under 30s in the style of our main 
events and gatherings, and in our outreach and mission work. We also seek to develop 
and grow a thriving kids and youth work which feeds into strong young adults ministry - 
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recognising that the parents of kids and teens need to be able to relax and engage with 
our gatherings, knowing their kids are safe, learning, and having a great time.  

We recognise the importance of creating a journey of faith for children, youth and 
young adults. We are also committed to raising a generation of leaders, developing and 
releasing potential in young people of all ages - and we see young people serving 
regularly in all our ministries as valued members of the teams. 

We are keen to develop further opportunities to connect with children and families not 
yet in the church: 

• Connecting with young people in schools e.g. taking assemblies, lessons, lunch-
clubs, walking around. The purpose of these activities is to engage with children, 
introduce them to the church in a familiar environment, and get them thinking 
about faith - and to invite them to the next stage activities.  

• Running weekly groups – we are committed to offer weekly groups which enable 
children that chance to have fun, explore and grow in faith, and pass it on to 
others. 

• Hosting special events - one-off events that are very accessible to non-Christian 
children and their families and serve the community by creating low cost and 
accessible fun! As well as having a fantastic time, they create opportunities for 
children to discover that Christians are ok and faith might be worth exploring.  

• Offering holidays & residential opportunities – ideally weekends away – where 
children can have new experiences and build deeper relationships with each 
other, with the leaders and with God. 

• Arranging community projects – challenging children to start to make a 
difference in their community and the wider world – becoming God’s agents of 
positive change in the world e.g. local litter collecting, fundraising and 
environmental projects. 

We also recognise the importance of engaging with parents - both Christian and non-
Christian. As part of our expanding pastoral care work, we are keen to explore effective 
ways of doing this and developing our current work, which includes: 

• Visiting those with new babies in the first 6-8 weeks of life with their new arrival.  

• A weekly group and WhatsApp support network for those with younger babies. 
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3. Current Kids Ministry 

On Sundays, children are pre-registered in the cafe before the service. Badges are 
issued later when parents drop them off for their groups.  

All our children join us for the start of the service, and are invited to join the Kids Team 
leaders at the front during the first two songs to dance, sing and have fun!  

After a short time of prayer, parents bring the children to the drop off zone and they go 
to their groups: 

• Champions: aged 2 1/2-reception year 

• Heroes: aged reception-year 2 (KS1) 

• Legends: aged year 3-6 (KS2) 

Champions have their own separate space for games, 
teaching and craft time. They also join the Heroes and 
Legends when appropriate for main teaching and worship.  

Heroes and Legends share the same space in the school 
gym. Their session begins with the Big Game - time to run 
off some energy and have fun all together - before they 
split into their groups. There is also a time of joint 
teaching on the topic of the day - and they finish the 
session with games, crafts and activities related to the 
theme.  

During the week we run a thriving Pre-School and 
Toddler Group (www.playboxhitchin.com). Playbox 
Preschool has been running since 1988 and is a 
member of the Pre-school Learning Alliance and is 
registered with Ofsted, running every week day. 
Playbox Toddlers runs twice a week.  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About Zeo Church: 

1. A brief history… 

Zeo Church began as Hitchin Church of God in 1981, in the front room of a home in 
Hitchin, when Tony Summerfield sensed the Lord was calling him to plant a church. After 
prayerfully gathering some friends and partnering with the Church of God 
denomination, a new church was birthed. The church steadily grew over the years that 
followed, outgrowing the family home and numerous hired halls over the years, and in 
September 1998, the Zeo Centre was built as a town centre church and community 
facility. In April 2012, Tony’s son Matt became the new Senior Pastor of the 
church, now leading the church full time. 

The Zeo Centre is a constant hive of 
activity throughout the week, with many 
different ministries and community groups 
benefiting from the space - including an 
Ofsted approved nursery and Toddler 
Group, CAP debt centre and job club, youth 
and childrens clubs, courses in wellbeing 
and skills development for the local 
community, Alpha courses, mens, womens 
and seniors ministries - and so much more! 

With the church growing, and in particular the 
youth and childrens ministry, in April 2016 we 
moved our Sunday morning service out of our 
building into a local school. This gave us much 
more space, and also placed us firmly out into 
the community. As a leadership team we all 
sensed that this was a significant time for the 
church and that God was calling us into 
something new. From the beginning of our 
history, passion has been at the core of the 
church and in September 2018 we launched as Zeo Church - Zeo is the Greek word for 
“passion”, taken from Romans 12:11. Zeo literally means to be ‘on fire’ for God. This was 
such a powerful word to us, speaking into something which fuels and flows through 
everything we do. 
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2. Zeo focus… 

Our Passion is Jesus… 

Jesus Christ is our passion – our everything. He is the hope of the world, the gateway to 
life, the bringer of peace, our Almighty, Saviour King. Our goal is to know him, to worship 
him, and to become like him.  

ISAIAH 9:6-7, JOHN 14:6, COLOSSIANS 1:15-20, 2 CORINTHIANS 3:17-18 

Our Mission is People… 

In Jesus we find our mission – to be his body in the world, which means loving people 
the way Jesus did. We’re excited to extend a “welcome home” to every person, sharing 
God’s healing and wholeness, and the invitation to be part of his family.  

MATTHEW 22:36-40, MATT`HEW 28:19-20, 2 CORINTHIANS 5:16-21  

Our Message is Life… 

In Jesus we find the life we’ve all 
been waiting for – life in all its 
fullness – beyond our wildest 
imagination. We discover our true 
identity as the children of God, 
and true purpose in life lived 
passionately for him.  

JOHN 10:10, EPHESIANS 2:10, 
EPHESIANS 3:20  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3. Zeo culture… 

Zeo Church has a specific culture. Culture is often described as ‘the way we do things 
around here’. We describe the Zeo culture, our DNA, through four phrases. 

 

I’M IN 

We’re not spectators, we all have a part to play. 
We will own and carry the vision with positivity 
and passion, actively cheering each other on. 

RADAR 

We will be alert to what God is up to and ready 
to join in. We recognise that every place is a 
mission field and every moment a possibility. 

BIG HEARTED 

We will be extravagantly generous, 
demonstrating love at every opportunity, 
always looking for ways to go the extra mile. 

WOW 

We will dream big dreams with God. We 
will embrace imagination, adventure and 
the miraculous, shaking the expectations of 
what church can be like. 

We are committed to taking this transforming love of God into our local community and 
sharing the truth that has changed our lives so that it can bring the things people most 
need: freedom, hope, joy and life to the full.  
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4. The church we’re becoming … 

As a church we’re committed to the things we know God is calling us to be: 

• United and together – a church where everyone feels the privilege and 
responsibility to love and look out for each other.  

• Passionately engaged – a church where people are playing their part in seeing 
God's Kingdom break out - in and through the church and to the very ends of the 
earth, with a relentless commitment to justice and generosity. 

• Positively contagious – a church of people who can't help but bring others to 
Christ in their homes, neighbourhoods and workplaces. 

• Disciple-making – a church where people are coming to Jesus, becoming like 
Jesus, and helping others do the same. 

• Naturally supernatural – a church where lives are continually and miraculously 
being transformed by the power of God. 

• Flourishing – a church that is enabling people to thrive and reach their potential. 

• Releasing leaders – a church which envisions, equips and empowers leaders to 
impact their world, build unstoppable teams, plant new churches, and bless and 
serve the wider Church across the world. 

• Intergenerational family – a church where every age and stage belongs, and 
where we prioritise the rising generation of under 30s, because we long for future 
generations to be, and do, more for God than we could ever dream.
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